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22JL 19 }*? *?• Sovlsts correct in claiming that they did not bother the 
lot*’ , , flergy, or religious ceremonies in the Western Ukraine, However. 
ckiClT 3 S® of ^aati-chureh agitation and persecution of leading 

Ukr^i^ nwi Th& 8nt l-c 1 »«rch article b appeared in the Lvov rapjr. Free 

“ff®*® 2 ' and w: re followed by police troop attacks on the Metropolitan’s* 
q2Sm.“ 2^ Incidents. On 9 May 1945, all bishops and assistants in 
arrested, incarcerated in Lvov, and held incommunicado. Theo- 
logical students were arrested and taken to Belaya Tserkovs the youiger ones 

S &&££ Ltt™ "*• enroll9d 111 the Aw * T «° ***••*• wre 

~® C 7 - 1 '^ 5 * F °nnders of the group were: Dr. Gabriel Kostelnik of Lvov, a 
Greek Catholic priest? Dr. Mikhail Melnik, pastor of HyshankovicM (sic)* 
and Antonii Pelvetzldi, city chaplain of Kopychyntse. Secretary of the or^ 

>:ta,tskii - Th * v th, 

» f Msboi-». Since .11 Grtolt Catholic Metope tad 

Swrnfvr °T a ’?5VP’ ol "?* d ly Patriarch Aleksil. On 24 and 25 Feb- 
^ S1 m D 4 ? iav ” tet °nir 1 elvetm ol was made Bishop of Stanislav and 
to. Melnik Bishop of Pmeisysl-Drogobych-Sambor. Ma'carii had been made Bishop 
of Lvov and Taraopol in April 1945. Camaaat- <?«„ „ P 

these three bisaops.) At the congress, attended by 216 priesia^H^B Tav 
tot tot .ttoaw V th. opposition, tto foll«L, 4K.S® 

1* Annulment of the Berest Union of 1596 a 

2* Separation from the Church of Roma. 

3« Return to the Orthodox Ancestral Church* 

4* Merger with the old Russian Orthodox Churches in the Soviet TJnioi* 
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4 „ Heavy nroosure ms exerted ^oy the BEGB on priests to Join the new church* 

An IJKGB repre nentat iv * i for Church mautors, whose task was to supervise church 
services, was appointed fer the area. Ilany priests fled, mre doportod, or 
retired to civilian life. The result ms t-iat hardly any priests mre left* 

The new Orthodox Church ms boycotted by the pollution. 

5 . Anti-church action was undertaken against monks also. The monastery of the 
Order of Redenptionists^ located in the suburbs of Lvov, ms seised by the 
r^ovomnent and the monks mqtq forbidden to hold services. In addition, all 
branch monasteries of the Redomptionistc x ® re confiscated except the TIolos.co 
Vlonastery near Lvov, tMch the order ms aliened to retain. Convents also 
were distended. The nuns, homver, continued to circulate as nurses in the 
Cazpatho-IHcraine, lmnT>ry, Czocho Slovakia, and Poland and brought useful in- 
formation back fron their travels. 

6 . On 1 i:*y 1946, there mere sixty priests in Lvov mho had not Joined the Ortho- _ 
dox Church. In September 1946, they woro ordered to register with the authorities. 

7. In the fall of 1946, courses mere started in Pochayev~V olhynian (sic) for the 
education of new Orthodox priests for Galicia Q Eighty mrcont of the Volbynian 
priests of the opposition mvo arrested . 


Also in the fall of 1946, a trial '.nr, instigated in Kiev arainot the Orook Catholic 
archbishops. Slipii, Metropolitan of Lvov, war. sentenced to eight years in prison. 
The Bishop of Stanislav, Choryohin, died in the Kiev prison. The prelate^nitskii 
and the nriest Galland died in the Lvov prison. In August 1946. Metropolitan Slipii 
wrote to Lvov fron his exile in Kranqyorok, Siberia, that ho las waking in a tractoi 
factory picking wool (sic). Abbot Klenens Sheptytakii was forbidden residence in 
Lvov and now lives in tho Uhniv Cloister. The Abbess of the Studite 0:rder \ns sen- 
tonced to twenty years in rrirson. 

A similar fate ->efell the Roman Catholic Church in Lvov . Tho Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop,Tv ?.rdovnki^tjaci deported to Poland# and tho Roman Catholic churches wore 
closed. * 

This document contains information 
affecting the national defense of the 
United States within the meaning or 
the Espionage *ct. 50 , U.S.C. 31 &n& 

32 as amended. Its transmission or 
the revelation of its contents in any 
manner to an unauthorized person is 
prohibited by law. 


■iririr.TW- 




